
 

 

Open Letter to Arizona Lawmakers:  
Oppose SB 1164 

 
As of March 24th, 2022, nearly 160 health care professionals from across the state of Arizona signed the 
following open letter to state lawmakers opposing SB1164, legislation that would ban abortion care at 
15 weeks. Signed by specialties and disciplines spanning the spectrum of clinical care, this letter sends a 

clear signal to lawmakers: the health care community is firmly opposed to this harmful legislation. 
 
 
Dear Members of the Arizona House of Representatives: 
 
As Arizona health care professionals committed to ensuring our patients have access to the full range of 
comprehensive reproductive health care, we are in strong opposition to any legislation that interferes 
with evidence-based, patient-centered care. SB1164, which would arbitrarily ban abortion care at 15 
weeks gestation, is an alarming attempt to improperly insert politics into the patient-clinician 
relationship, and the consequences for Arizonans would be dire. This legislation is bad medicine and bad 
policy, and we urge you to reject it for numerous reasons:  
 

• A physician’s expert judgment, medical ethics, and the health and well-being of patients form 
the basis of all medical decisions, and this should not be the infringed upon.  SB1164 violates 
medical ethics by forcing a physician to choose between offering safe, legal medical care that is 
within their best medical judgement or risk losing their license and facing criminal penalties. 

 
• Being denied this care can have serious long-lasting consequences for a person’s physical health, 

including leading to serious medical conditions during the end of pregnancy, and can inflict long-
term harm on their emotional well-being and socioeconomic security. The social and economic 
repercussions of being denied a wanted abortion are also felt by the person’s family– including 
their children.i 

 
• Major medical organizations, including the American Medical Association, the American College 

of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, the American Academy of Pediatrics and the American 
Academy of Family Physicians have consistently opposed policies that defy current well-
established medical practice and scientific facts—as SB1164 does. Organizations representing 
physicians, nurses, and other health care professionals are united against bans like the one 
included in this legislation as fundamentally at odds with the provision of safe and essential 
abortion care, with scientific evidence, and with medical ethics.ii iii 

 
• The science is settled: abortion care is extremely safe. Studies have continually affirmed the 

safety record of abortion, and have concluded that, in fact, the greatest threat to the quality of 
abortion care in the United States are the litany of unnecessary and burdensome government 
regulations, including those like SB1164.iv 

 
• This legislation would inflict particular harm on Arizonans already facing the most barriers to 

care, including low-income communities and those living in geographically isolated areas. Our 
patients here in Arizona would be forced to travel on average 282 miles farther to the nearest 



 

clinic, significantly increasing both the cost and the risks associated with pregnancy, particularly 
for those patients with high-risk pregnancies.v 

 
• Passing restrictive abortion laws like SB1164 could undermine our efforts to recruit and retain 

clinicians in Arizona. Currently practicing clinicians would also have little incentive to move to—
or stay in—a state with mandates so fundamentally contrary to scientific and medical facts.  
 

• Pregnancy can be a high-risk time in a person's life. Abortion may be medically necessary to 
preserve a patient’s health, future fertility, or their life. Bans such as SB1164 would force 
clinicians into an unconscionable choice: deny patients needed care or break the law.vi 

 
• Our state is already facing widening and unsustainable health care access divides. Arizonans 

need policymakers who will champion sound public health policies, rather than waste time and 
resources denying our communities access to essential reproductive health care.  

 
As health care professionals, we see first-hand the harm arbitrary restrictions on abortion care cause 
patients. Whether patients are ready to build or create their family, already parenting, or have decided 
not to continue a pregnancy, all of them share something in common – they are making thoughtful, at 
times difficult, decisions about their health and well-being. Each of them must have access to high 
quality health care, including abortion care, without political interference, barriers, or delays.  
 
We urge you to reject this legislation for the health and well-being of Arizona patients and the 
communities we care for.  
 
CC:  
Governor Doug Ducey 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kelly Kantartzis, MD, Tempe 
DeShawn Taylor, MD, Phoenix  
Hugh Miller, MD, Tucson 
Rachel Walker, MD, FACOG, Tucson  
Katherine Bracamontes, BS, Medical Student, 
Phoenix  
Marquia Redden-Grier, MD, MBA, Phoenix 
Amanda Holmquist, MD, FACOG, Gilbert 
Carol Hahn, MD, Phoenix 
Erin Sperry Schlueter, MD, Tucson 
Lisa Buschmann, MD, Phoenix  
Bruce Pielet, MD, Scottsdale 
Diane S Spieker, MD, Phoenix 
Michael Leovic, MD, Phoenix 
Arianna Sholes-Douglas, MD, FACOG, Tucson 
Elizabeth Schmied, MD, Scottsdale  
Kelley Saunders, MD, MPH, Tempe 
Davinder Mann, MD, Phoenix 

Mohammad Vaziri, MD, Phoenix 
 
 
Dianne C Stone, MD, Peoria 
Gabriella Smith, MD, Phoenix 
Etta K Nevel, MD, Phoenix 
Madeline Eells, MD, Tuba City 
Denei Dolman, WHNP, Tucson 
Cherady Ketha, DO, Peoria 
C Roberts, MD, Phoenix 
Lindsey Syed, WHNP-BC, Phoenix 
Anonymous, NP, Phoenix 
Susan Briceland, MD, Carefree 
Natasha Makarova, MD, Phoenix 
Janice Donnelly, MD, Scottsdale 
Carrie Aguilar, MD, Phoenix 
Richard W Langert, MD, Tucson  
Mario Pineda, MD, PhD, Gilbert 
Philip Maykowski, MD, MPH , Phoenix 



 

Staci Mayer, MD, Phoenix 
Val Stephens, MD, FACOG, Peoria 
Anthony Canestraro, MD, Phoenix 
Lauren Engler, MD, Phoenix 
John Davitt, MD, Phoenix 
Kara Shain, MD, Phoenix  
Marshall Smith, MD, PhD, Phoenix 
Kate Maroney, MD, Phoenix 
Michelle Nguyen, MD, Phoenix 
Marilyn K Laughead, MD, New River 
Shana Wingo, MD, Phoenix 
Zoe Frank, MD, Phoenix 
Ria Dasgupta, MD, Phoenix  
Victoria Fewell, MD , Tucson 
Patricia Graham, MD, Phoenix 
Paula Nadell, MD, FACOG, Phoenix 
Shirazali Sunderji, MD, FACOG, Scottsdale  
Akanksha Murray, MD, Phoenix 
Anonymous, MD, FACOG, Phoenix 
Jessica Greenwood, DNP, WHNP-BC, Chandler  
Kathleen Harner, MD, MPH, FACOG, Flagstaff  
K James Busch, MD, Mesa 
Ilana Addis, MD, MPH, Tucson 
Laura Mercer, MD, MBA, MPH, Phoenix 
Gabrielle Goodrick, MD, Phoenix 
Shruti Bala, MD , Tucson 
Emily Fanning, MD, Phoenix 
Lia Gordon, NP, Tucson 
Janiel Cragun, MD, Tucson 
Valerie Scholten, MD, Scottsdale 
Hillary Lee, MD, Tucson 
J Hartmark-Hill, MD, FAAFP, Mesa 
Franklin Loffer MD, Paradise Valley 
Neil Trachtenberg, MD , Phoenix 
Alexandria J Hill, MD, Phoenix 
Anonymous, MD, Tucson 
Samantha Medina, DO, Peoria 
Jennifer Simone, MD, Scottsdale 
Wendy Huempfner, MD, Tucson 
Rodney Smith, MD, Phoenix 
Jane Lyons, MD, Phoenix 
Anonymous, MD, Phoenix 
Valerie Sorkin-Wells, MD, Scottsdale 
Laurel Kubby, MD, Phoenix  
William L Cohen, MD, FACOG, Scottsdale 
Addison Alley, MD, Phoenix 
Stephanie Hedstrom, MD, Tucson 
Megan Cadigan, MS4, Phoenix 

Larissa Guran, MD, MPH, Tucson 
Anonymous, RN, Madison 
E Wayne Grogan, MD, Madison  
Scott Grogan, MD, Phoenix 
Anonymous, DO, Phoenix  
Katherine Glaser, MD, MPH, Flagstaff 
Megan Sluga, Medical Student, Phoenix 
Robert Krauss, DO, Phoenix 
Shannon Rodeski, MSN, RNC-OB, C-EFM, Tempe 
Christopher Sullivan, MD, Tucson 
Florian Walter, DO  , Phoenix  
Douglas E McNeil, MD, Sahaurita 
Palmer C Evans, MD, Tucson 
Talia Coney, MD, Phoenix  
Paul Tamanaha, MD, Gilbert 
Annapurna Chitnavis, Medical Student, Phoenix 
Angela Hu, Medical Student, MS3, Phoenix 
Jonathan Cartsonis, MD, Phoenix 
Melanie Smith, MD, Phoenix 
Nichole Mahnert, MD , Phoenix 
Eleanor Johnston, Medical Student, Phoenix 
Brittani Miller, MPH, Medical Student, Phoenix 
Brenda L Thomas, MPA, Mesa 
Shane Lipskind, MD, Scottsdale 
Kisti Fuller, MD, Phoenix  
Judy Walruff, PhD, MSW, Phoenix 
Julie Kwatra, MD, Scottsdale  
Katie Lee, MD, Flagstaff 
Emilia Anderson, Medical Student, Phoenix 
Katherine Clevenger-Burdell, BA, MA, CHES, 
Scottsdale 
Patricia Habak, MD, Phoenix 
Megan Gainer, Medical Student, Phoenix  
Shannon Huff, MD, Dubuque  
Emily Garrett, MD, Everett  
Colt Wasserman, MD, Phoenix  
Quinci Paine, MD , Tucson  
Pamela Young, MSSL, Gilbert 
Dagnie Lamb, MD, Tucson 
Veronica Winget, MD, MS , Tucson  
Sarah Valliere, DO, Phoenix  
Jenny Ajl, APRN, MSN, MPH, Tucson 
Candace Lew, MD, MPH, Tempe 
Marisa Poverman, CNM, WHNP-BC, Tucson 
Jared Lunkenheimer, MD, Nogales 
Casey Harrington, BSN, FNP-BC, Tucson  
Anonymous, MD, Phoenix 
Aliza de Araujo Kreisman, FNP, Tucson 



 

Anonymous, RN, CNM, MS, Tubac 
Michael Lyland, MD, Tucson 
Tyler Bien, Medical Student, Phoenix 
Brandon Anhalt, MD, Tucson 
Claire Bowey, MD, Phoenix 
Jessica Holmes, MD, Phoenix 
Gillian Burkhardt, MD, Albuquerque 
Carolyn Wolf, Medical Student, Phoenix 
Kathryn Fischer, MD, Sedona 
Mary Jane Thompson, RN, Sedona arizona 
Paul Gordon, MD, MPH, Tucson 
Emily Waldron, MPH, Tucson 
Eve Shapiro, MD, MPH, Tucson 

Zohreh Kazemi-Dunn, MD, Tucson 
Jewel Kling, MD, Cave creek 
Heidi Grabemeyer-Layman, MD, St. Joseph 
Melinda Eigenmann, CNM, MSN, Phoenix 
Maya Block, Medical Student, Arizona 
Travis Powell, MD, Phoenix 
Mary Harrel, MD, Tucson 
Whitney Pettijohn, DNP, FNP-C, Tucson 
Tanya Belcheff, APRN, DNP, CNM, Phoenix 
Amy Miller, MD, Phoenix 
Timothy J Gelety, MD, Tucson 
Frank Joseph Fara, MD, Surprise 
S. Carter, NP, Tucson 
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https://www.acog.org/news/news-releases/2021/09/acog-leads-coalition-in-dobbs-v-jackson-womens-health-
organization 
iv National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine. The safety and quality of abortion care in the United 
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